WHAT IS SPEAR PHISHING?

Spear phishing is a targeted form of phishing in which
cybercriminals approach specific individuals or groups
within an organization. These targets often have access to
sensitive or valuable information. The attackers craft
messages that appear highly personal and seem to come from
a trusted sender. Their goal is to trick you into clicking
malicious links, installing malware, or sharing sensitive data

such as passwords or payment details.

HOW TO RECOGNIZE A SPEAR PHISHING
EMAIL

Cybercriminals use various techniques to deceive their
victims. It’s important to recognize common warning signs.
Stay alert for:

« Unusual sender email address: The address may
resemble that of a known contact but contains subtle
errors or a different domain.

« Requests for sensitive information: Legitimate

organizations will never ask for passwords, banking

details, or personal data via email.
« Urgent call to action: Spear phishing emails often use
alarming language to pressure you into acting quickly,

such as claiming your account will be blocked.

WHY IS IT SO DANGEROUS?

High success rate: Tailored messages are harder for
employees to recognize as phishing.

Financial risks: Payments to fraudulent accounts, theft of
trade secrets.

Reputational damage: A successful attack can lead to data
breaches and loss of trust among clients and partners.
Supply chain risk: Attackers often use one organization to

gain access to partners or customers.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR
ORGANIZATION

. Establish a clear reporting process for suspicious

emails.

« Use Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA).

« Monitor for unusual login attempts.

. Organize regular awareness sessions.

« Conduct phishing simulations to train employees.

« Collaborate to build collective resilience.

“Your sharpness is your best defense. Stay alert!”
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